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Eco Centre Wales

• Non Governmental Organisation

Eco Centre Wales

Non Governmental Organisation

• Established 1980

• Promotes issues of energy and 
environment through projects and adviceenvironment through projects and advice

• Employs 14 people in two locations in 
W lWales



Green Jobs and Training

• Opportunities for the Welsh economy

Green Jobs and Training

Opportunities for the Welsh economy 
and employment

b• Government ambitions

• ContextContext

• Our experience

• Reality



Political contextPolitical context

• Coalition government in Wales 2007‐Coalition government in Wales 2007
2011

‘ l d’ ( ) b• ‘Devolved’ (transmis) but not 
independent

• ‘One Wales’ programme of Government

‘O Pl t O W l ’• ‘One Planet: One Wales’ 
Sustainable Development Scheme



A Green Jobs Strategy for Walesgy



Key Points

• The strategy was written in 2009

Key Points

The strategy was written in 2009

• Delivers commitment made in ‘One 
l ’Wales’

• Complements ‘One Planet:One Wales’Complements  One Planet:One Wales

• Forms overarching (chapeautant) 
t t t hi t i blstrategy to achieve a sustainable 
economy for Wales



Welsh Government Targets

• 3% per year reduction in greenhouse gas

Welsh Government Targets

3% per year reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions in areas of devolved 
competencecompetence

• 70% recycling of all waste by 2025

• Net exporter of renewable energy by 
20252025



Green Jobs Strategy ‐ Aims

• Enhance competitiveness and

Green Jobs Strategy   Aims

Enhance competitiveness and 
profitability through energy, waste and 
water efficiencywater efficiency

• Develop low carbon and low waste 
products and services and promote them

• Strengthen low carbon energy sector in• Strengthen low carbon energy sector in 
Wales



How does it work?How does it work?



Framework for delivery

• Supporting Business

Framework for delivery

Supporting Business

• Fostering Innovation and Technology

• Investing in a more Sustainable Economy



Supporting Business – key drivers

• EU Emissions Trading Scheme

Supporting Business  key drivers

EU Emissions Trading Scheme

• Carbon Reduction Commitment

• Pollution Prevention and Control

• EU Energy directive and Energy Using• EU Energy directive and Energy Using 
Products directive

• EU 2020 20% Renewable energy targets



Supporting Business – key actions

• Energy waste and water advice

Supporting Business  key actions

Energy, waste and water advice

• Customer Relationship Management

• Technology and innovation

• Support for resource efficiency• Support for resource efficiency

• Funding for ‘start ups’

• Incubation

• Trade and investment• Trade and investment



Fostering Innovation and Technology

• Advice

Fostering Innovation and Technology

Advice

• Incubation

• Market information

• Knowledge transfer• Knowledge transfer

• Supporting R & D

• Funding

• Trade and investment• Trade and investment



Investing in a more sustainable economy

• Energy

Investing in a more sustainable economy

Energy

• Water

• Transport

• Buildings• Buildings

• Housing

• Broadband and ICT

• Waste management• Waste management



Examples – all EU funded

• Wood Energy Business Scheme ‐WEBS

Examples  all EU funded

Wood Energy Business Scheme  WEBS

• Community Scale Renewable Energy –
‘ ’ ’‘Ynni’r Fro’

• Rural Development PlanRural Development Plan

• Energy Efficiency improvements on 
i ti i l h i ‘ARBED’existing social housing  ‐ ‘ARBED’



WEBS 2

• Managed by Forestry Commission Wales

WEBS 2

Managed by Forestry Commission Wales 

• a £20 million pan‐Wales project part‐funded 
with £7 8 million from the ERDF through thewith £7.8 million from the ERDF through the 
Welsh Government. 

Th h id it l t t t• The scheme provides capital grant support to 
businesses for woodfuel heating systems and 

i i t t d l thprocessing equipment to develop the 
sustainable and renewable wood heat market 
across Walesacross Wales.



Ynni’r Fro

• National network of Renewable Energy

Ynni r Fro

National network of Renewable Energy 
experts to support communities across 
WalesWales

• Up to 5MW projects

• Outputs = social enterprises, jobs, clean 
energyenergy



ARBED

• The arbed programme is the WG Strategic Energy 

ARBED

p g g gy
Performance Investment Programme. 

• It supports the commitment to reduce climate change, 
help eradicate fuel poverty and boost economic 
development and regeneration in Wales by installing a 
id fwide range of energy measures

• Phase one was the largest programme of its type in the 
UKUK 
– £30M – Welsh Government

– £20M – energy companiesgy p

– £10M – social landlords



Arbed

• 28 schemes

Arbed

28 schemes

• 6000 properties benefited inc:
– 3000 solid wall insulation

– 1800 PV installations

– 1080 Solar Thermal– 1080 Solar Thermal

– 1000 fuel switch

– 100 Heat pumps

– Boilers upgrades and replacements, window upgrades, 
structural and roof work

E d i– Energy advice



Ynni’r Fro

• Feasibility grant only

Ynni r Fro

Feasibility grant only

• State Aid rules have stopped the grants

• In the UK we can not take public funding 
and benefit from the Feed‐in Tariffand benefit from the Feed in Tariff

• No major project successes.

• No new enterprises and no new jobs



What is happening now?

• The domestic Solar PV market has grown

What is happening now?

The domestic Solar PV market has grown 
very quickly.

d ff h• Feed‐in Tariff is the reason

• But UK government is changing the rules,But UK government is changing the rules, 
so no 5MW systems only <50kW

I i b f PV i t ll• Increase in number of PV installers



What is happening now?

• Existing companies (solar hot water

What is happening now?

Existing companies (solar hot water, 
heating and plumbing) are expanding 
into PVinto PV

• But big projects are losing out



Western Solar – PembrokeshireWestern Solar  Pembrokeshire 



Western Solar

• First large scale solar array in Wales

Western Solar

First large scale solar array in Wales

• US thin film PV panels

• Czech engineering firm for construction 
and project managementand project management

• Local firm for ‘civils’ – digging holes



Sharp Solar ‐WrexhamSharp Solar  Wrexham



Other technologiesOther technologies



Wales Renewable Energy FutureWales Renewable Energy Future



Wales’ Renewable Energy FutureWales  Renewable Energy Future



Concluding remarks‐ our experience
• There IS an expansion in the job market in Wales – especially in 

the domestic PV sector

Concluding remarks our experience

– Feed‐in Tariff for PV is the reason – UK Govt Policy 

• Large scale PV development has stopped
R d ti i th 5MW t 50kW UK G t P li– Reduction in the 5MW cap to 50kW – UK Govt Policy 

• Wind farm development in Wales is slow
– Regulatory environment unfavourable – Welsh Govt 

• Energy efficiency industry is very busy and growing
– Arbed grants programme for social landlords  ‐WG energy policy 

UK G t E ffi i li– UK Govt Energy efficiency policy 

• Community Energy sector is struggling, although there are some 
successes, but not because of Govt policy
– UK Govt policy on FiT and de Minimus State Aid rules 


